






 
Notes From  

the  
 Music   Boosters 

    
 

The Music Boosters will meet on 
Monday, September 15th at 7:00 
p.m. in the high school band room.  
All are welcome! 
    
Just a reminder…..this is a trip 
year, so please get involved and 
support our music programs. 
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Post Office  
   On Wheels 
 
By:  Debra Wilkening 
Galesville Postmaster 
 
In 1896, our nation’s cities began reaching 
out to rural America, connecting farms 
and homesteads one address at a time with 
a wealth of products and services.  The 
connection was letters, catalogs, and par-
cel post.  As the connections to our rural 
areas grew, so did our nation and its econ-
omy. 
 
Today, America’s rural carriers serve 
more than 36 million addresses coast-to-
coast.  Not just homes and farms, but of-
fice buildings, apartment complexes, and 
shopping malls.  You probably have seen 
your rural carrier at work, driving along-
side the road, mailbox to mailbox, picking 
up, and delivering mail.  What you may 
not have seen, though, is the wide range of 
products and services they provide.  Did 
you know in addition to picking up and 
delivering your mail, they: 
 
• Pick up and deliver packages, and         
    Priority & Express Mail items?  
 
• Sell stamps and Postal Money Orders?  
 
• Accept and deliver Registered Mail,     
    Certified Mail and Insured items?  
 
•  Accept payment for COD packages?  
 
If you would like to order stamps, post 
cards, or stamped envelopes, just ask your 
rural carrier for a Stamp Purchase Order 
form.  It comes with its own envelope. 
 
If you give your rural carrier written au-
thorization, he or she will leave oversized 
parcels on your porch, in your garage, or 
other location, weather permitting, so you 
don’t have to go to the Post Office.  You 
can also call for redelivery of other items 
requiring your signature at 608-582-2068. 
 
Rural carriers serve the farthest regions of 
our nation.  They are proud to deliver for 
you! 

TREMPEALEAU COMMUNITY  
HERITAGE MUSEUM 

Open on Weekends.  
 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Is your event on the Calendar 
Page on RobynsChat.com 

Get Sustainable Trempealeau 
County will host a garden party 
Thursday, Sept. 4, from 5:30-7 
p.m. at the Shirley M. Wright Me-
morial Library. The garden party 
will highlight the new drought-
tolerant sustainable garden, and  
feature talks by Wisconsin mas-
ter gardener Jane Barko and 
Perrot State Park naturalist An-
drea Benco. 
 
Beginning at 6 p.m., Barko will 
give a short presentation about 
the garden, which she designed. 
Bunco will follow with a short talk 
about butterflies and how gar-
dening practices can affect their 
life cycles. 
 
GSTC collaborated with Trem-
pealeau Librarian Judy Grant and 
Barko to replace the library’s pre-
vious ground cover with various 
flowering plants and ornamental. 
 
For the project, GSTC received 
funding from the Bluff Country 
Master Gardeners; the Trem-
pealeau Garden Club; Friends of 
the Trempealeau Library; private 
and in-kind donors; and a memo-
rial gift from the family of Beth 
Schmidt, a GSTC member and 
life-long gardener. 
 
Refreshments will be served. 
 
Get Sustainable Trempealeau 
County meets the first Thursday of 
each month at 7 p.m. in the Gales-
ville Public Library Community 
Room. Everyone is invited to partici-
pate. 
 
For more information about Get Sus-
tainable Trempealeau County, or if 
you would like to attend meetings 
and presentations and have special 
needs, please contact co-founder 
Ann Dahmen at  
dahmen.ann@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
 

Residential & Light Commercial 
Heating & Air Conditioning 

Wayne Johnson 
N21276 Spires Lane—Galesville 

608-582-4154 
Sales, Service, & Installation 

With a long history of  
Building Satisfied Customers. 

608-582-3322  

Building materials, cabinets, design  
services, paint, rentals...so much more! 

www.centralbuildersonline.com 

First Presbyterian Church 
First Handbell  
Choir Practice 

Of the Season……. 
Wed., Sept 10th - 7pm 

 
For returning members -  
I'll see you there! 

 
If you would like to become 
a new member or a "sub" 
call Robyn at 608-582-2938 

A warm welcome always greets you at   
 
 
 

Wason’s Supper Club 

Open Seven Nights A Week 
Great Food, Friendly Service   

582-2763  
www.wasons.com  

 

The Restaurant Is Open 
Serving Lunch 11-5  

Dinner 5-9 weekdays, 
                   5-10 weekends 

Live Entertainment  
Saturday Evenings @ 9pm 

*Shuffle Board* 

THE HISTORIC  
TREMPEALEAU HOTEL  
Main Street On The Mississippi 

    PHONE    534 - 6898    
www.trempealeauhotel.com 

Centerville Curling Club's 
Annual Reverse Raffle  
Saturday, September 6th  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Dinner 5:30 - 8:00 PM 
Grilled Chicken & BBQ 
Ribs, complete salad 

bar, dessert, etc 
 

Free beer  
& soda 

Chance to win $1000 
or many other cash prizes  

 
Many other games 
during the evening 

Tickets:  
$40 for 2 people 

 
Call Vickie Klinger at 
534-6530 for tickets 

(Tickets are limited to 200) 

For questions and donations PLEASE CONTACT 
Kathy Thill 608-539-4262 - Cell: 608-484-0532 
Missy Erbe: 608-323-2309 ; Carl & Joy Dahl: 507-459-2159 ;  
Diane Schwartz: 608-539-2401 
Robyn's Table Chat - 17034 N. 7th St. - Galesville, WI 54630 -  
608-582-2938 - rdocken@aol.com 

 

http://www.bankofgalesville.com 

BANK OF GALESVILLE      608-582-2233 
BANK OF TREMPEALEAU  608-534-7780 
SEVEN BRIDGES, HOLMEN 608-526-6483 

It was  great birthday party at Beedle's.  

Remember to Vote !  

Support The Local Food Pantry 
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Down Home Cookin', Downtown Hixton 
   Handmade Jams,    Specialty Sandwiches,  
             Specialty Breakfasts,   
                  133 East Main Street 
Stop in and visit the Charles Family: 
           Rich, Sue, Aaron and Nika  
                  715-963-4031 

Hungry Point-Trempealeau  
is serving breakfast, 5 days a week 
(Wed.-Sun.), 6am-11am  year 
round.   
    We Are Under Construction right 
now.  New roof, new siding, and we are 
waiting on approval from the DNR for a 
new porch for our early morning diners. 
Breakfast with the eagles and the river 
life.  When the construction is complete 
we will be doing some special things to 
get people to come in and see all we 
have been up to these past few months.  

I always get fast, quality service 
at Critzman's. 

 
 

Critzman Auto Body 
On the Square 

Downtown Galesville 

608-582-4019 

Critzman’s  
 

Serving the community  
for over 30 years.  

Specializing In: 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Feeling Stressed? These 20 Tips Can Help You Relax 
 
1. Go to bed on time. 
2. Get up on time so you can start the day unrushed 
3. Say “No” to projects that wont fit into your time schedule or that will 

compromise your mental health. 
4. Simplify and unclutter your life 
5. Delegate tasks to capable others. 
6. Less is more. 
7. Allow extra time to do things and get to places. 
8. Pace yourself. Spread out big changes and difficult projects over time; 

don't lump the hard things all together. 
9. Take one day at a time. 
10. Separate worries from concerns. If a situation is a concern, find out 

what you have to do and let go of the anxiety. If you cant do anything 
about a situation, forget it. 

11. Take less; listen more. 
12. Do something for the kids in your life every day.  
13. Get enough rest and eat right. 
14. Get organized so everything has its place. 
15. Write down thoughts and inspirations. 
16. Every day, find time to be alone. 
17. Make friends with good people. 
18. Laugh, and then laugh some more. 
19. Take your work seriously, but not yourself at all. 
20. Develop a forgiving attitude, and be kind to unkind people. 
 
Information provided by Franciscan Skemp Galesville Clinic 
Katy Anthony, PA-C  

I appreciate the great, personal service 
I get at the Galesville Pharmacy  

 

Galesville Pharmacy 
Main Street 

608-582-2446 
 

Monday-Friday 8:30am—5:30pm 
Saturdays:  8:30am—Noon 

 
 

 DELIVERY AVAILABLE 
(Mail Service Also Available) 

Did you know… 
Galesville Excavating is  

located on the Upper Table ?.   
 

Galesville Excavating 
Plumbing, Heating & A/C 

 

20645 West Gale Avenue 
608-582-2084 

 

Monday-Friday 
7:30am-3:30pm 

24 Hour Answering Service 
Saturday EveningWorship- 5pm 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
Galesville 

     This alternative service is held at 5:00 
p.m. on Saturdays in the Ettrick Chapel, 
which is located in the First Presbyterian 
Church, Galesville, at the end of the hall, on 
the lower level,  under the Koinonia Room.  
If attendance warrants,  the service will be 
moved to the Sanctuary.  It is planned as a 
condensed version of a Sunday worship, 
lasting no longer than 30 minutes.   

I’ve used Rural & the Truax Family for 
over 40 years and I love their service! 
 

CALL US  AT 608-525-3311 
FOR A FREE INSURANCE QUOTE 
ON YOUR HOME, FARM, or AUTO 
 

Rural Mutual Insurance 
15804 West 1st St 

Ettrick, WI   54627 
Lon Truax, Sr.   Agent 

608-525-3311 

With the school starting this 
week,    I pulled out a section on 
school... courtesy of  the recollec-
tions written by  Ardyce Johnson 
on their years in Silver Creek.   
 
"Leo Betz, Norman Oines, and Thomas 
Irvine were on the school board and 
Silver Creek School closed before we 
moved here in the year 1946.   
Charlotte Toppen Dykstra was the 
teacher.  Her pupils were: ???  Vernon 
Oines.   
   
   Marion Brown Johnson taught in 
1937 and the pupils and where they 
lived were: 
Wilfred Craig (On our farm), John Peter-
son(Leo Betz farm), John Sahlstrom 
(Sahlstrom farm), Howard Amundson (Jim   
Sahlstrom house), Vernon Park  (Spahr 
Acres (Dale Betz place),John Mahone 
((Stetzer place), Theresa Mahone(Stetzer 
place),  Meryl Craig (On our farm), 
Wendell Byom (?), Elsie Person (Leo Betz 
farm),  Shirley Brophy (Ron Corcoran 
farm) , Connie Peterson, (Leo Betz farm), 
Elrene Irvine(Nancy Buckner Stellpflug 
farm), Delores Craig(On our farm), Francis 
Mahone (Stetzer place),  Alice Marie Dick 
(Annie Geske farm).  
   
  In 1940's the rural schools were con-
solidated with the city schools by law, 
causing many rural schools to close. 
    
   In 1946, Silver Creek school closed 
because of low enrollment and consoli-
dation.  School was sold and torn 
down.  The materials were moved to a 
location in Crystal Valley and rebuilt by 
a farmer rural teacher  and her hus-
band (Kriesels) 
  
   The land was returned to the descen-
dants of the Butman family and they 
sold it to the present owners of the for-
mer Butman farm, the Earl Betz family. 
  
   Teachers in the 1930's and 40's were 
Carol Halderson Young, Agnes Hunter 
Johnson, Lillian Boardman (Cecil's sis-
ter) Margaret Larken Hanson (Kelly's 
mother), Marion Brown Johnson and 
Charlotte Toppen Dykstra. 
   
   Early settlers in the valley were: 
 DeGroot, Uhl, Herman park, Schaller, 
Riny Lun, Peterson (Leila's folks), 
Glassford, Irvine, Sahlstrom, Samson, 
Andriesen, and Henry DeYoung fami-
lies.  
   
   A frame school house without a 
basement, an entry way was built on to 
use for coats, dinner pails, water pails, 
etc. 
 
     A large wood stove stood in the 
Northwest corner, with a jacket of 
metal around it for safety.  School had 
double seats.  Sometimes three stu-
dents hand to share one desk because 
of enrollment.  Later on new single 
desks were purchased. 
 
      A pan with water on top of the 
stove was used to warm food which 
the children brought in small glass jars 
to have with their dinner.  Sometimes 
mothers would bring large kettles of 
soup to treat them.  Before a well was 
dug, children carried water in buckets 
from the closest neighbor.  Later a well 
was dug and a large crock jar with a 
bubbler was added. 
      
   Kerosene lamps were sitting in 
brackets fastened to the wall for light.  
Wood for the stove was kept in a shed 
away from the school.  Children carried 
in wood for morning before going home 
at night." 

When I was handed this photo, I thought "How perfect for 
the beginning of the school year.  
Remember when school pictures were like this?  
 
Top Row:  Lyla Turnbull (Hanson), William Deeren, Carol Thomas, Loren Le-
bakken, Shirley Bakken, Roger Lebakken, Grace Johnson 
Second Row: Ralph Lebakken, Ramona Lebakken, Marlene Lebakken, Ken-
neth Bakken, 
Third Row:  Audrey Dahl, Clayton Hammer, Kaye Henderson, James Ander-
son, Sylvan Lebakken, Vernal Anderson, Ivanell Brenengan 
Fourth Row:  Joseph Lebakken, Lewis Lebakken Jr.,  Merlin Dahl, and Merlin 
Lebakken.    (Contributed Photo) 

Operation 
Christmas Child 

 
 
 
We are starting 
our 11th year  
  of bringing Christmas gifts to needy 
boys & girls in many countries thru 
this project of  Samaritans Purse. 
 
    I want to thank those of you who 
have already been bringing your shoe 
boxes and bags full of gifts to my back 
porch.  Without your continued help, 
these children would not know that 
we care for them.   
  The people of Trempealeau Commu-
nity and our surrounding area have 
been a great help in making this possi-
ble.  All it takes is one more family to 
help one more child.   
 

Thank you  
Phyllis Wood  - 
24136 6th St * Trempealeau 
608-534-6605 



 

Dyna Gro, Dekalb, NK, Mycogen  
♦ Corn, Soy Beans, Alfalfa, Wheat, and Rye seed 

available. 
♦ Apple, Strawberry, and Raspberry containers and 

supplies 
♦ Full line of Farm Chemicals  
♦ Certified Crop Advisor on Staff 
 

N15721 Schubert Rd 
Galesville WI 54630 

 

Located just south of  Universal Truck Eqpt. 
Centerville, WI 
608-539-2090 

"You probably need to talk to Don Bautch about these," was the note in the email from Bill 
Crogan that accompanied these photos with the telephone poles.   Well, I caught Don at the 
Pig Stop and asked him to drop by to look at them.  What an education that was.  
    
 As he looked at the top photo he said , "More than likely Dave & Donnie Severson's father, 
Oscar, most likely would have kept lines like these going.  This photos is certainly an early pe-
riod by the poles and the dirt road.  When you look at the pole on the left,  these probably would 
have been approximately 24 feet high.   It  took two wires for one line.  In the country, rural 
lines could have anywhere from eight to twelve, maybe even more,  customers on a line.  Many insu-
lators only had one wire.  However, some were made to hold two wires per insulator.  All insula-
tors were either porcelain or glass. Some were even dated. One wire was a "talk" path, the other a 
"ring" path."  I was surprised to learn that there are still two wires per line in the cable com-
ing into my home per circuit.  Don added, "Although much of the cable is  buried now.   A lot of 
the cable above ground currently runs on power poles. "  As I pulled up the bottom photo,  he 
looked closely and then thought that the top short bar on this pole held the 'Toll Circuits', 
"They were long distance circuits," he explained.  "Usually all copper wire."  
   
  After talking with Don,  I ran across this tidbit in a report my mother had in her files 
regarding the telephone service. "In 1939 it was supplied by the Community Telephone Company of  
Wisconsin with the Bell System.  According to the directory 69 offices, 172 farms and 132 resi-
dents had telephone service.  Seven operators and a staff of linemen keep the communications lines 
open at all times."  Following that the report continued with this telegraph information in Gales-
ville.  "Service is supplied by the Western Union Telegraph Company each day from 7:15am to 
4:15pm.  The office is located at the Northwestern depot.  Rates  to Madison for telegrams are 10 
words - 36¢ plus Government tax; Night letters 25 words-23¢ plus Government tax." Mom had written 
on the front of this folder "This report was written in 1942."  
   
 I am curious, as I look at the photo below, does anyone know anything about the old wooden 
sign on the left (in white box)? I don't remember that at all.   

You are welcomed! 
 
 
 
 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
Galesville, Wisconsin 

20237 West Ridge Ave 
Saturday Alternative Service-5:00pm  

Summer Worship :   
Sunday—9:30  am 

 
Regular Worship Begins 

Sunday, September 7th 
Sunday School - 9am 

Worship Service - 10:15am  
Information? 582-4206 

g

 

Clothes Place 
North Bend, WI 

 

Resale clothing for the Whole Family 
Where there is  

something “NEW” Everyday! 
 

Store Hours:  
1pm- 6pm Tuesday & Friday 

10am-4:30pm Wednesday & Thursday 
10am-3pm Saturday. 

Closed Sunday & Monday 

608-488-4951 
Email: RBecker16@aol.com 

Avon and Watkins Dealer 

Did you know…. The Credit Union  
provides many 1st and 2nd mortgage programs 

and always attractive APRs.      
 There are fixed rate mortgage loans available. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Your Member-Owned  
Family Financial Center 
17578 N Main St.   Galesville  

(608) 582-2126  
http://www.co-opcu.coop 

Flow-Rite 
Pipe & Sewer Services, LLC 

Call Mike at 582-4793 

 This fall  at the  
Trempealeau Hotel 

 

 Arts on the River-  
Sunday, Sept.  28th 
Art, Live Music, Kid's Activities, 
Food and Free Admission! 11am-
4pm. Live music to be announced 
 

Saturday, Sept. 20th 
7pm-11pm Howard "Guitar" Luedtke 
AND Westside Andy and Mel Ford  
 

Rainbow Restaurant 

N30798 Hwy 53 —  Blair 

Open at 5:30am-7 Days a Week 
Breakfast served ‘til 11am 

 

Sandwiches—Steaks 
Home Made Pastry 

Luncheon Specials—Full Dinner Menu 
Dine In   or  Carry Out  

Family Owned Since 1977 

(608) 989—2003 

Did you know...  
The Coffee Attic carries 'The Chat' 

 
 
 
 
 
Closed Sunday & Monday 

 6-3 Tues - Friday 
 7-3 Saturdays 

 

24010 Third St., Suite 2 
(608) 534-JAVA 

Make plans now …. 
Homecoming 2008 
Friday,  Sept 26th 
Varsity Football Game-7pm 
G-E-T vs West Salem 




