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I know they say "be careful" about opening email when you 
don't know who it's from, but the subject  "photo identity" 
aroused my curiosity.   
Once opening it, I was fascinated with the information. The email was in refer-
ence to the above photo under the "unsolved" items on RobynsChat.com.  The 
text under the photo on the web pages reads:  "This photo by the Riverside Ho-
tel in Galesville has a wagon load of women. Can you identify any of them? 
Mary Hilton provided names for some of these:Fron Row(L-R) Lillie Gilbertson 
Witherbee, ?, ?, Grace Lawrence, Hilda Canuteson, ?, Lizzie Ledbetter, ? Back 
Row: Dora Ashley, ?, ?, Mable Sagen, ?, ?, ?, ?" 
The email comes from Kim Pfoser.   
"Greetings...I was just browsing through the internet and found your site, and in it is a 
photograph of a lot of women from around the turn of the last century.  One of the 
women is identified as "Lizzie Ledbetter", with a question mark after her name.   I 
believe that she is Lizzie Czepul or Czepulski Ledbetter (the maiden name could be 
spelled slightly differently).  I really can't imagine more than one Lizzie Ledbetter in 
Galesville around that time.  If it is the Lizzie I knew, she would have been the sec-
ond wife of George Ledbetter.   
  His first wife and at least one boy died somewhere around 1885 from a sickness - 
smallpox probably - and they were buried in a cemetery in Galesville.  Because 
George still had two young girls - Mildred and Ada, I believe - he married a 
"spinster" in her twenties, so the story in my family goes, who was fairly recently 
arrived from Poland, with her father possibly.  Grace Lawrence would have possibly 
been her sister, as I have a book published in 1887 with "Grace Czepul" and "1892" 
written in pencil on the page noting ownership; I was told she'd married a doctor in 
the Galesville area, but I don't recall his first name.   
(I called Philip and he thought Dr. Lawrence died sometime after World War I.) 
    Mildred Ledbetter was born in August of 1894, and died in December of 1959.  
Lizzie, her stepmother,  was in her 90's when she died around that time as well.  I 
remember visiting Lizzie in Galesville once around 1956 or so, and then I visited the 
town again in 1961 when my mother and aunt and I closed up her house for sale.  
Lizzie was my step-great grandmother.  I don't recognize her in the picture, of course, 
but it would make sense that she and Grace would be there together.  
   I'm Kim Pfoser, descended from George Ledbetter through Mildred, who had three 
children.  One of them is my mother, Georgia Platten Adkins.  I enjoyed visiting your 
site." 
 

After reading this, I went back through some information I had received from Don 
Oines on the area doctors.  In that material is a reference to  a Dr. Lawrence… "Later, 
Dr. Jegi had a visit from one of his classmates in medical college, Dr. George H. 
Lawrence, who after graduation served as surgeon for the Mexican Central Railway. 
When Dr. Rhodes returned, Drs. Jegi and Lawrence formed a partnership, which con-
tinued several years. While this was in effect they established a hospital, equipping 
the building building now the home of Mrs. Bell Stellpflug, and with a trained nurse 
and assistants in charge. This was the first hospital in Trempealeau county. Unfortu-
nately, it was born too soon, and although it rendered good service a few years, the 
public was not ready for such an innovation, and it closed. Hostility in some sources 
hastened the end. 
Later, Dr. Jegi and Dr. Lawrence dissolved their association, both continuing 
in practice in Galesville until came World War I, when Dr. Lawrence enlisted in the 
Medical Corps with the rank of Captain. After the war, he specialized in eye, ear, 
nose, and throat, and engaged in practice in Racine. From there he located in Stevens 
Point, where he became a victim of pneumonia." 
  Philip said that after Dr. Lawrence died, Grace returned to Galesville and lived with 
her sister, Lizzie in the old Czepull house.   
 

Anyway, I had emailed Kim back  with some information and also wondered where 
she lived or how she happened onto the website… The response came almost imme-
diately. 
" Wow, Robyn...I'm glad that you found some interest in my information.  I found 
your site after a discussion with my mother today, talking about an e-mail that she'd 
received from a cousin of hers.  We started talking about which cousins were alive, 
and somehow we got to the point of how one day we should research the Ledbetter 
side of the family.  I got onto the internet ….. Lizzie Ledbetter and voila! there was 
your site.  I was interested in whether there was anything available from the "source 
city", so to speak. 
  

I don't know much about the Czepul family, either.  It would make sense that Grace 
would live with Lizzie after Dr. Lawrence died, as she was her sister.  The book I 
have is a very large, falling apart volume called Crown Jewels.  It has poems, stories, 
songs, everything a well-read family would like to have in the 1890's, I'll bet.  The 
publisher managed to get releases from the publishers of a lot of popular authors of 
the poetry, songs and stories.  It's large - 8 1/2" x 11" and easily 2 inches thick.  I sal-
vaged it from Lizzie's house after her death, along with a few other old books from 
the 1890's and early 1900's.    
I currently live in Los Angeles, CA.  The rest of the family lives in Minnesota.  ... 
  
Have a good day...Kim" 
 

When Lori Mahoney gave me a copy of this from her archives, I 
thought it would be interesting to print.  I did crop some of the items 
down to get it to fit...such as class motto, colors.  Also I did leave out 
the specific program listings for the Baccalaureate Service.   I was 
surprised at how many of the students I knew from the class of 1940…  


