




What do you know about the services of our 
 Public Libraries... 

The (first)? library  in Ettrick, according to Bill Crogan, was on the west side of 
the limestone hall with a ground floor entrance behind the stairway on the right 
side in the picturethis small room was also used as a jail if needed and seasonal 
as a tax preparation office by an accountant named Hoffman 

Do you remember… 
 
When the 'Book Mobile' went to 
the rural areas.  
That's how the library reached the 
North Bend Community.  

The first library in Galesville was started by the Fire Department and the books were 
kept in an area in the fire house.  Then this new Public Library Building was built.  

It's Story Time… 
All three libraries have a storytime 
period.   
And they  could use volunteer readers  

Did you know…. 
 
The library in Galesville does have 
a playpen in the children's area, and 
also another one available to be set 
up if needed. It can even be moved 
to the internet area.  

Do you like to read storybooks?  
 
During Story Time, all of the librar-
ies can use volunteer story readers 
and helpers—you don’t have to have 
a child attending story time to help.  

Crafters…. 
 
On Tuesday mornings at 10am in 
Ettrick, your help is needed. If you 
can come help  the  three-year-olds 
with a craft, we'd love your help.  

Our local libraries are invaluable.  
 The librarians are always willing to give me, or anyone else,  a hand at 
finding just about anything - everything from old newspapers, to paint-
ings, to resource books on local subjects, to music. The library is great 
for answers --" whatever your burning questions, there's a human who 
will do their best to find the burning answers."  
 

And when I asked them if there was anything I could do to help promote 
their needs, they chimed right in.   
 

So enjoy these little tidbits from our librarians. Our libraries can use all sorts of 
volunteer help and financial donations are always welcome.   
(I was unable to get all the information in that they sent, but have done my best to get in most of it) 
 

Public Libraries.  Free, Accessible.   
When you volunteer your time or give a donation to the library,  
    it serves the entire community.  

Surprise… 
 
You would think that in this age of 
the internet and computers that li-
brary usage might be down…. 
 
All of our local libraries reported a 
noticeable increase in usage.  

Volunteers Needed…. 
 
At the Galesville Public Library 
there is always the Outside Bulletin 
Board and the Inside Display Case:    
They need and welcome volunteers  
(individuals or groups) to create a 
bulletin board display  
 or offer their collection for a 
month’s display in the library.   
 

Many of the Winding Rivers Librarians found time to attend the 
December program in La Crosse to learn a little more on the inter-relation between 
sheet music and American History and the resources available to them on the subject 
of American Sheet Music.  

Galesville -  Friends of the Library: This is an active volunteer group.  The mem-
bers offer a great deal of help in many ways to the library—just a couple of examples, 
they help with library programs and handle the annual Apple Affair book sale.  They 
have donated funds for various library needs, including a digital camera and a com-
puter station. Contact Kate Hardt if interested in joining. 

And about Grants…   
 
The Galesville Library  received an LSTA (Library Services and Technology) 
grant this year that allowed them to retrofit the  front door to a handicap-
accessible door.  They received a walker for use in the library and also a full-
spectrum light.  They also have small magnifiers available on library tables.  
These funds also allowed them to buy large-print books and some music 
CDs.  They could not have done any of this within the regular budget.  
 

 The grant was designed to serve seniors with special needs, but they are 
finding that the improvements made are used by people of all ages and all 
kinds of needs. 

Did you know… 
 
At the Trempealeau Library a volun-
teer comes 3 times a week to proc-
ess bins from the Winding Rivers 
Library System Van.    
   All these books need to be 
checked in and then put on the hold 
shelf for individuals that requested a 
DVD, music CD, book, magazine, or 
audio book.   
     Also that same volunteer checks 
in the library books back from other 
libraries and shelves them in our li-
brary. 
Judy wrote, " I remember the com-
ment that was made from a volun-
teer on how much work we have to 
do here.  Many times working behind 
the scenes so to speak gives one a 
different view of what goes on on a 
day to day basis."  

Did you know the Galesville Public Library has a book club? The book club meets 
six times a year, on the third Monday of odd-numbered months.  Our first discussion in 2009 
(Jan. 19, 2009 @ 7 pm) will be about the book Understanding Poverty, by Ruby Payne.  
There’s no need to register for book club.  The library will have copies of the book 
club selection available ahead of time.  



Hettie Pierce next to the Hettie Pierce Library in Trempealeau .  
The library she started began in 1913.  

Did you know…. 
Ettrick hours are  
3pm-8pm  
    Monday & Wednesday,  
9am-noon  
    Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday.   
 
Phone is 525-8400.  
website is www.wrlsweb.org/ettrick. 

Can't find what you want? 
 
The local libraries are part of the 
Winding Rivers Library System.  
That means there are 8 million items 
at their fingertips that they can have 
for you within days.   

Going on vacation?  
Or just traveling to work?  
 
Check out an Audiobook.  
Those are  books on cassette, CD, or 
MP3 for "reading" in the car on your 
way to work or on the holiday trip. 
 
One of my favorites is "A Town 
Called Alice" 

Did you know…. 
 
The Ettrick Library has Wireless --  
so you can hook your computer to the 
internet with no fuss.   
 
Yes, it does reach to the parking lot, 
so the grandkids can check their email 
at 5AM on Christmas Day (when the 
library will NOT be open).  

Summer Library Programs for Children 
In one way or another, there is a program at all the local 
libraries that promote reading,     Volunteer! 

Clean and Neat…. 
At the Shirley Wright Library in Trempealeau, some community service 
people also volunteer, kids and adults, and they do as they can to help 
keep our library looking clean and neat.   

   One good way to help is to 
join the Friends of the Library.  

Did you know…. 
 
You can check out movies from your 
local library.   
They may not always be the latest 
DVDs, but some of the classic films that 
you'll never find at Blockbuster.   

The Ettrick Librarian takes time to be in the local parade.  
(Photo courtesy of Bill Finch)  

And the name of that song? 
 
Did you know the local libraries not 
only have CD's, and access to many 
more, they also have access to song 
books, information on composers, 
Seasonal Music, and much more.  

The local  library:  an invaluable resource for genealogy and local research.   

Have you seen the quilt?  
 
The Ettrick Library has  been happy 
to provide space for the Ettrick 
quilters to meet. Their last project 
was raffled to provide funds for the 
ball park, but their first project hangs 
proudly in the library. 

 Friends of the Library  
     at Shirley Wright work to help the 
library with its budget for materials and 
programming along with projecting the 
way the library can meet the commu-
nity needs.   
   These volunteers help to make the 
library a wonderful place to come to 
find information, entertainment, or just 
to socialize.   
 Working with different people and 
groups of people help to connect the 
community together and make the 
library and village all that it is.  
 
 It is the library volunteers and staff 
that work with businesses, other or-
ganizations, and individuals together 
to make a great village.  

Did you know…. 
 

Groups like the Teen Advisory 
Board are helping to buy materials 
for the Trempealeau library through 
their fund raising efforts! 

What do you do on Thursday?  
 
Every week, usually on Thursdays, a 
library volunteer for the Galesville 
Public Library delivers books to resi-
dents of Marinuka Manor, Eden 
House and senior apartments in Gales-
ville.  We ask volunteers to sign up for 
one month, but we also need people to 
fill in for single weeks.   
 
 Call or stop in at the library if you’d 
like to help with this service. 

Did you know…  
 
The Shirley Wright Memorial  
Library also has a valuable volunteer 
that will deliver and pick up materi-
als from the library if you cannot 
make it to this wonderful building.   
 
And if you just want to get away 
from everything, their fireplace area 
is inviting you to come! 
 
The Trempealeau Library serves as a 
place for continuing education for all 
ages.   

The reflections and  
histories of men and women 
throughout the world are  
contained in books....  
 
 America's greatness is not 
only recorded in books, but it 
is also dependent upon each 
and every citizen being able 
to utilize public libraries.  
 
— Terence COOKE (1921-
1983)  

The Sweet Affair  
at Shirley Wright Memorial Library is put 
on by the Friends of the Library.  This is a  
lovely time to bring the community to-
gether.  




